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THE ORIGIN of the Church Music Society may be traced
back to the year 1897. It was felt at that time by many
leading Church musicians that there was cause for drastic
criticism and urgent need for reform in the selection of music
then in general use at the daily Services in Cathedrals through-

out the country.

Meetings were held at the Royal College of Music to consider
what steps might be taken in the matter. The first of these
was held on 15 December 1897 when Sir John Stainer took the
Chair, supported by Sir Hubert Parry, Sit Charles Stanford,
Sir Henry Hadow, Dr. Basil Harwood, Dr. Alan Gray, the
Rev. Dr. John Troutbeck, Dr. F. Read, the Hon. Richard
Strutt, Sir Percy Buck, and the Rev. Dr. E. H. Fellowes,
among others.

The unanimous opinion was expressed that t
need for action, and the field of criticism Wwas extended to
Parish Churches especially as regards the choice of Hymus and

Hymn-Tunes. _

Several meetings were held, and one of the most nflpo:;t;:;
results achieved was the compilation of a repertory of Cathedra
Music in actual use in 1898 which, with a similar g‘t‘ﬂI‘Pd;}“E“
in 1938, forms the subject of Occasional Paper XI1IT of the
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1898-1938. Both these compilations are I :

library of St. Michael’s College, Teut;:rt_\; c'tl“ll:;v embody a very
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selected for Church worship,
Parish Churches.

Although the meetings were discontinued, their purpo
not forgotten, and Sir Henry Hadow was especially Ectg'e e
keeping this purpose alive. Largely under his S

infl
movement was shortly afterwards set on foot. A Ef;%?na )
held at the Deanery, St. Paul’s Cathedral, in March 19§ﬁw:i

which it was unanimously resolved to form a society which
should be called the ‘Church Music Society’ whose main ob'e[i;t
should be the improvement of Church Music. The Chairgmn
of the meeting was Archbishop Lord Lang, then Bishop of
Stepney and Canon of St. Paul's, who to-day continues to
honour the Society with his active support as its President.
Two sub-committees were formed, one to compile a list of

music suitable for use, and the other to suggest short works to
be reprinted in octavo editions in accessible form at a small

cost. This new Society attracted influential support. Sir Henry
Hadow was Chairman of the Committee. Miss Eleanor Gregory,
Lady Mary Trefusis, and Miss Sausmarez were honorary secre-

taries, the Hon. Spencer Lyttelton was honorary treasurer,
and among other prominent members were Dr. T. B. Strong,
then Dean of Christ Church, Sir Walter Parratt, the Right Hon.
J. G. Talbot, Mr. Fuller-Maitland, and Mr. Barclay Squire.
The main purpose of the present memorandum is to make
clear the object of the Church Music Society in reference t0 that

of other organizations which in the meanwhile have come into
existence as a result of its activities.

From its inqe_ptinn its aims have been clear and unchange®
namely, to facilitate the selection and performance of the musi®

which is most suitable for different occasions of Divine Worship
and for choirs of varvi powers.

The chief methods employed in carrying out these aims have
!Jean the Pproduction of rﬁpﬁyl;tﬁ of musi{? nEt otharwise avai'lablﬂ
%a;?rzamme form as stated above, and the issue of Qccasiond

Looking back at the list skt ! ¢-day
conditions, i prints in the light of present™
hﬂ-ﬁt;?snggnmu? be confessed that in this dil,gection the SEJGWW
reprint, of Bachy 0, “iccessful. A notable exception i8
immense P“P“la:it esu, Joy of Man's desiring which 23110.)?5
have served thei Y> and two or three other items in this ist
Papers, which w’l' pPurpose well, But many of the Occaﬁimml

Society’- o b::E not at first contemplated in the aims of the
’ ™ of great value, One of the earliest was 8%

2

not only in Cathedrals byt also iy

sdmirable paper Hymns and I ymn—i(;une's by Slﬂ} Hg_nrynH;iogé
were those of Dr. Harvey Grace on Music m Par
othﬂrﬂm and Robert Bridges on Hymns. Among more recent
ey were Music in the New Cathedrals (1937), and a
e itled Song-Schools in the Middle Ages b
masterly . essay entitled Song-Schools ges by
Professor A. Hamilton Thompson. o
The issue of Papers of this kind at a small cost, and the free
distribution of a copy t0 all members, seems t0 be the most valu-
able feature of the Society’s activities. It is the present policy
of the Council to issuesuch papers at least twice a year. Somuch
has been done apart from the Society, 1 producing cheap re-
prints of music, especially that of the Tudor period, that there
seems little need for the Society tocontinue to pursie that course
except very rarely, when some special circumstances may arblﬁz.
The coming of Sir Sydney Nicholson to Westminster Abbey
enabled him to take an even closer interest than formerly rldn
the work of the Society. He eventually Su?ce?de‘i Str W”]{‘D
Davies as Chairman. By this time the principal publtt.cﬂ;qﬂﬁ
of the Society, which had centred around the subject of choice
in Church music, had been issued and were bearing fruit. P
In 1915 a Summer School of Church Music was held at (3{ a
on the initiative of the Rev. A. S. Dunq_:anJones an g:i:
followed by others: a considerable propprtlorl_Of the mem his
were also members of the Church Music Society. hﬁmﬁl > of
movement there emerged a request to the MCC m?m
Canterbury (Dr. Davidson) for the appointment ofa Co e
on Churech Music. A strong commission Was set up 'I{?I?e vide
result the report Music in Worship was produced. £ roprints
'l?lﬂuence of the Report is testified by the number of rep
that have been made. ! .
ey o Sl Whatpastt. T e
Report, which had achieved wide cireulation G L ey
appreciative comment must 106 merely b:h R: rt, to try to
reference’, It was then, to implement e, that the School
bring its main recommendations into practicd, ©
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