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ANTHEMS

WmAT is an anthem, and how did the word acquire its
modern significance ? These questions, especially the latter,
cannot be answered in amoment.  All that can be attempted
here is a brief setting forth of some of the evidence.

Clearly there is some connexion between the antiphon
(Lat. antiphona) and the anthem.

The word antiphon has several meanings; for our
present purpose we need consider only the following : 1

About the fourth ecentury A.D. we find that the antiphon
is recognized as a short text sung to a solo melody before
a psalm® and repeated after each of the verses performed
by alternate choirs,® The intimate musical relation thus
created between antiphon-melody and psalm-melody
persisted through the subsequent development of the
camibus amtiphonus. This development was in the direction
of simplification and shortening, and followed two separate
lines. Either the antiphon came to be sung only at the
beginning and end of a psalm (or group of psalms), as is
the case in the psalmody of the Daily Office; or the psalm
itself was reduced to a single verse, ag, for example, in the
Introit. The latter process was carried still further, and
ultimately the psalm disappeared altogether, leaving the
antiphon-melody as an independent composition, as is the
case with many Processional antiphons,

! For further information as to the history of the Antiphon from both
ity liturgical and its musical aspects, see article ¢ Antiphon® in Grove’s
Dictionery of Music and Musicians (2nd od.) ; Procter and Freve, 4 New History
of the Book of Common Prayer 3 P, Wagner, History of Plain Chant, chap. ix
(Eng. trans, of 2nd edition, Plain Song and Med, Music Soe.); Govaert,
La Mélopée antique dans lo Chant de UEglise latine.

# A term including the Biblical Canticles.

% This custom is still found in certain eases : unaltered in the case of
Nune dimittis as sung at Candlemas in the Roman Rite (Grad, Rom.
2nd Feb.) ; and in a modified form in the case of the Invitatory Psalm,
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